
THE PROGRESSIVE REVELATION OF THE LOVE OF 
GOD 
 
Ephesians 3:16-17 (KJV) 
That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be 
strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; [17] That Christ 
may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in 
love, 
 

THE FORTIFICATION OF THE INNER MAN 
Strengthening (fortification / re-enforcement) is a necessary work of the 
Spirit because our inner man (spirit and soul) is in capable of being and 
doing everything that God requires of us.  
 
Fortification is necessary for preparation. A person cannot be used by God 
until they are first prepared by God.  
 
WHAT IS THE INNER MAN? 
The Inner Man is the eternal part of you, the real you. It consists of your 
born-again spirit, and your soul. 
 

Your Spirit consists of:  
Conscience / Communion / Intuition 
 
Conscience:  
The part of you that instantly knows right from wrong and convicts or 
confirms you in line with God’s holiness.  
 
 
 



Communion: 
The part of you that fellowships directly with God in worship, prayer, 
and awareness of His presence.  
 
Intuition:  
The part of your that perceives and receives God’s voice, direction, 
and revelation independent of natural reasoning, knowledge or 
intellect.  
 
Your Soul consists of:  
Mind / Will / Emotions 
 
Mind: 
The part of you that thinks, reasons, and processes information to 
shape your perspectives and help you make proper decisions. 
 
Will: 
The part of you that chooses, decides, and sets the direction of your 
actions in alignment with your desires or God’s will.  
 
Emotions:  
The part of you that feels and expresses joy, sorrow, love, anger, 
and every affection that colors your experience of life.  

 
  



WHAT HAPPENS WHEN THE SPIRIT IS BORN AGAIN? 
 
When the spirit is born again, the following 5 things happen: 
 

Justification – Declared Righteous - Romans 5.1 
As a result of Christ paying the full penalty our legal case is 
dismissed and we were acquitted of all crimes against the 
Government of Heaven. 
 
Regeneration – Made Alive / Born Again - Titus 3:5 (KJV)  
Through the miracle of new birth, the Believer becomes a new 
creation in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17) with the seed of God’s life inside. 
  
Adoption – Placed as a Child of God – Romans 8:15 
At the new birth we enter into the new status of adoption where we 
are legally brought into God’s family as sons and daughters with full 
rights and privileges. And the Holy Spirit bears witness with our spirit 
that we are children of God. 

 
Sanctification – Set Apart for God – 1 Corinthians 6:11 
At salvation, the believer is instantly separated from sin and 
consecrated to God in their spirit. This is a positional reality in our 
spirit, but for the soul, it is a progressive reality, requiring the death of 
the flesh. 
 
Glorification (in Seed Form) – Sharing Christ’s Life and Destiny 
The Holy Spirit deposits eternal life in the believer’s spirit at the time 
of salvation. The Holy Spirit is the down payment (Eph. 1:13-14) 
assuring the believer of final resurrection and transformation. 

 
 



WHY IS FORTIFICATION NECESSARY? 
 
When you are born again you are immediately introduced to an all-out 
war between the Kingdom of Darkness than the Kingdom of Light. Your 
inner man quickly recognizes three powerful enemies: 
 
The World / The Flesh / The Devil 
 

The World System 
The Kosmos-World System is an organized system of values, culture, 
and powers in this age aligned in rebellion against God that seeks to 
make you conform to it. 
 
1 John 2:15-16 (KJV) 
Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any 
man loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. [16] For 
all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.  
 
James 4:4 (NLT) 
You adulterers! Don’t you realize that FRIENDSHIP with the world 
makes you an ENEMY of God? I say it again: If you want to be a 
FRIEND of the world, YOU MAKE YOURSELF an ENEMY of God. 
 
The Flesh 
The fallen, sin-driven nature within that craves self-centered living, 
resists God’s Spirit, and is hostile to the things of God. 
 

  



Galatians 5:16-17 (ESV) 
But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of 
the FLESH. [17] For the desires of the FLESH are against the Spirit, 
and the desires of the Spirit are against the FLESH, for these are 
opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want 
to do. 
 
The Devil 
The personal adversary of God and man, who deceives, tempts, and 
accuses in order to destroy faith and oppose God’s Kingdom. 
 
Ephesians 6:11-12 (NLT) 
Put on all of God’s armor so that you will be able to stand firm 
against all strategies of the devil. [12] For we are not fighting 
against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and 
authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark 
world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places. 

 
Without strengthening, the inner man remains weak, inconsistent, and 
vulnerable. With fortification, the inner man becomes resilient, unshakable, 
and filled with the fullness of Christ. 
 
The work of fortification causes the spirit to be edified, nourished, and built 
up so that it can begin to step into the roles of leadership that are required 
for successful discipleship.  
 
 
  



HOW IS THE INNER MAN FORTIFIED? 
 
5. The Spirit Fortifies Through Fellowship and Accountability  
Believers are not meant to be fortified alone. The Body of Christ is God’s 
workshop for strengthening one another.  

• Hebrews 10:24–25 (KJV) — “And let us consider one another to 
provoke unto love and to good works.”  

• Ecclesiastes 4:9–10 (NLT) — “Two people are better off than one, 
for they can help each other succeed.”  

• Acts 2:42 (ESV) — The early church devoted themselves to 
fellowship and were strengthened daily.  

Isolation weakens; fellowship fortifies. Mutual encouragement, 
correction, and teaching reinforce the believer’s inner life.  
 
4. The Spirit Fortifies Through Discipline and Correction  
Hebrews 12:6 reminds us, “For whom the Lord loves he chastens.” 
Correction is painful but fortifying. It redirects the soul, disciplines 
desires, and trains obedience.  

• Proverbs 3:11–12 (KJV) — “My son, despise not the chastening of 
the LORD.”  

• Hebrews 12:11 (NLT) — “No discipline is enjoyable while it is 
happening—it’s painful! But afterward there will be a peaceful 
harvest of right living.”  

• Revelation 3:19 (ESV) — “Those whom I love, I reprove and 
discipline, so be zealous and repent.”  

Correction fortifies the inner man by cutting away weakness and 
instilling godly character.  
 
  



3. The Spirit Fortifies Through Trials and Testing  
Trials are not designed to break us but to fortify us. Testing develops 
resilience and endurance in the inner man.  

• James 1:2–4 (KJV) — “The trying of your faith worketh patience. But 
let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, 
wanting nothing.”  

• 1 Peter 1:7 (ESV) — “So that the tested genuineness of your faith… 
may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ.”  

• Romans 5:3–4 (NLT) — “We can rejoice, too, when we run into 
problems and trials, for we know that they help us develop 
endurance. And endurance develops strength of character.”  

Trials are God’s gymnasium. Each struggle is a workout that strengthens 
faith muscles. Without resistance, no strength is developed.  
 
2. The Spirit Fortifies Through the Word  
The Word of God is the primary instrument of fortification. It renews 
the mind, anchors the emotions, and strengthens the will to obey.  

• John 17:17 (KJV) — “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is 
truth.”  

• Psalm 119:11 (NLT) — “I have hidden your word in my heart, that I 
might not sin against you.”  

• Colossians 3:16 (ESV) — “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, 
teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom.”  

The Word acts like steel reinforcement in concrete — it gives 
structure and strength. A believer fortified by the Word cannot be 
easily swayed by false doctrine or cultural trends.  
 
  



1. The Spirit Fortifies Through Prayer  
Prayer is not just petition; it is communion with God that builds spiritual 
strength.  

• Jude 20 (KJV) — “But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your 
most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost.”  

• Luke 22:41–43 (ESV) — Jesus was strengthened in Gethsemane as 
He prayed.  

• Romans 8:26 (TPT) — “The Holy Spirit takes hold of us in our 
human frailty to empower us in our weakness.”  

Praying in tongues especially builds the inner man. Paul said, “He that 
speaketh in an unknown tongue edifies himself” (1 Corinthians 14:4 KJV). 
The word edifies (oikodomeō) means to build up like constructing a 
house. Prayer is spiritual fortification in action.  
 


